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Post Office Asks Congress for Help 

By RANDOLPH E. SCHMID, Associated Press Writer 


WASfflNGTON (AP) - The government, not people who buy stamps, should cover $5 billion of the enormous costs of recovering from 
anthrax attacks and making the mail safe, Postmaster General John Potter told Congress. 


They should be considered costs of homeland security," Potter told a Senate Appropriations subcommittee on Thursday 
mail should not be burdened with these extra costs through the price of postage." 


"Users of the 


In addition to damage from the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, the Postal Service has been battered by anthrax-laced letters that have left two 
workers dead, others sick and the public nervous about its mail. 


With the all-important holiday mail season just beginning, Potter said the service is still unsure how high its losses will mount. 
de^reSinaft volume 1 ^ ^ enormous ’” he said ’ offerin S an estimate of as much as $7 billion for damages, safety equipment and 


"Extraordinary expenditures will be required," Robert Rider, chairman of the Postal Service Board of Governors, said this week. "We 
strongly believe these costs should not be borne by our customers through increased rates." 


Several lawmakers have said they want to include aid for the Postal Service as part of a new $20 billion package of spending related to 
terrorism. President Bush said Tuesday, however, he would veto any spending beyond the $40 billion Congress appropriated after the 
Sept. 11 airliner hijackings but before the outbreak of mailed anthrax. 


Nonetheless, Potter looked for a sympathetic audience Thursday before the Senate subcommittee. 


Deputy Postmaster General John Nolan said Thursday it will be after Jan. 1 before the post office has a firm handle on how much money 

11 I1CCQS. 


"We don’t know exactly the technology we'll be using (to sanitize mail), although we have begun to purchase some, and we're waiting to 
America " ” ^ Chnstmas 1,ollday season t0 see whether the volume picks back up again," Nolan said on ABC's "Good Morning 


Before the attacks, the post office had expected to finish this fiscal year $1.35 billion in the red and already 
take effect next year. 


was seeking a rate increase to 


But that did not anticipate costs from the hijacking attacks, including damage to post offices and sharp 
because of limits on what mail commercial planes can now carry. 


increases in transportation costs 


Then the anthrax attacks occurred. 


The agency has leased machinery to sanitize the mail, is purchasing other machines and has spent a large amount on testing post offices, 






















buying masks and gloves for workers and on medical care for its staff. 

At the same time mail volume, and thus income, dropped sharply. In the four weeks after Sept. 11 there were 6.6 billion fewer mail items 
than the corresponding period a year ago. 

In Bellmawr, N.J., a federal judge closed a postal distribution facility Wednesday after workers complained that they weren’t sure it was 
free of anthrax. A postal workers union said an outside contractor had cleaned the wrong machine after anthrax spores were found on a 
barcode-sorting device. 

Judge Jerome P. Simandle said the facility should remain closed until an arbitrator considers the union's complaints. A worker at the 
station is being tested for skin anthrax. 

Potter and other postal officials met Wednesday with leaders in the mail industry to discuss the agency's future and how to restore 
confidence in the mail. 

Potter announced that Gary Mulloy, president of the advertising firm Advo, donated $250,000 to increase the reward for information 
leading to whoever sent anthrax in the mail. That reward now stands at $1.25 million. 

Mail-related industries ranging from catalog sales to greeting cards to film developing employ 9 million Americans and contribute $900 
billion to the national economy annually, Potter noted. 

While more than 30 billion pieces of mail have been delivered since Sept. 11, just three letters are known to have been tainted with 
anthrax, though others are suspected. 

Mail industry leaders said they have not encountered major problems getting mail delivered. Postal officials have said service is normal in 
most of the country, though there have been delivery problems in areas affected by anthrax, such as Washington. 


On the Net: 

Postal Service: http://www.usps.gov 
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Anthrax Victim’s 911 Call Under Probe 

By LAURAN NEERGAARD, AP Medical Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The dying words of a Washington postal worker are prompting inspectors to probe whether a central post office 
handled a letter containing anthrax that, so far, investigators had not known existed. 

Thomas Morris Jr. told 911 operators hours before he died of inhaled anthrax that he thought he had the disease - despite a doctor's 
dismissal - and recalled a co-worker handling a powder-containing letter a week earlier. 


"My breathing is very, veiy labored," Morris said on the 911 tape. "I don't know if I have been, but I suspect that I might have been 
exposed to anthrax.' 


Morris, 55, was one of two Washington postal workers who died of inhaled anthrax last month, setting off a massive investigation that 
has closed contaminated post offices and put thousands of workers on protective antibiotics. 

Both men worked at the Brentwood mail processing facility, which processed the anthrax-tainted letter Senate Majority Leader Thomas 
Daschle, D-S.D., had received a week before Morris' 911 call. 

Daschle's letter was sealed with tape. Until the Washington postal deaths, medical authorities hadn't thought that enough anthrax could 
escape a sealed letter to harm - but nor did they have, until now, real reason to suspect another letter had triggered the Brentwood 


Du ™S }“ s 91Morr ‘ s was ca * m ' 3ut breathing laboriously as he described a co-worker finding an envelope containing powder. He 
said he hadn t handled the envelope but had been nearby. 

"I couldn't even find out if the stuff was or it wasn't" anthrax, he said. "I was told that it wasn't, but I have a tendency not to believe these 
people. 


"We don't know for certain what he is talking about," said Deborah Willhite, a Postal Service senior vice president. 

Inspectors began interviewing Morris' co-workers Wednesday to try to reconstruct the event. That is difficult because they don't have 
access to work records inside Brentwood, which is sealed awaiting decontamination. 

w-'m, n0t d ° Wnplaying wliat Mr ' Morris experienced because we don't know for sure, but it could or could not be a significant lead," 
Willhite said, noting that post offices routinely handle damaged mail containing sugar or other innocuous substances "We just simply 
won t know until we can reconstruct what went on at that point in time." 

Three days before his death, Morris went to a doctor, who dismissed the anthrax worry. 

"The symptoms that I have had are what was described to me in a letter that they put out, almost to a tee," Morris told 911 operators, who 
called for an ambulance after he described the envelope incident. "The doctor thought that it was just a virus or something so we went 
with that and I was taking Tylenol for the achiness. Except the shortness of breath now, I don't know, that's consistent with the anthrax." 

































Today, no doctor in America would assume a postal worker who claimed to have had a possible anthrax exposure was suffering benign 
symptoms, said Dr. Ivan Walks, Washington's health director. But at the time Morris fell ill, officials had no reason to be so suspicious. 

"To have that tape ... lets us all know just how much different the world would be if we had known three weeks ago what we know now," 
Walks said. "Anyone looking at that transcript and using what we know now to judge either his doctor or his co-workers is being unfair." 
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Dying Mailman's Hunch Over Letter Proved Wrong 

By Sue Pleming 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - An envelope a dying Washington postal worker suspected of being the source of his deadly anthrax 
inhalation actually tested negative for the bacteria, U.S. postal authorities said on Thursday. 

Postal worker Thomas Morris, who died last month of anthrax, told emergency workers in a 911 call that he believed he was exposed to 
anthrax after a colleague at Washington's Brentwood postal facility opened an envelope containing white powder. A transcript of the call 
was released on Wednesday. 

But the deputy postmaster general, John Nolan, said the envelope was found not to contain anthrax. "It came back negative," Nolan said 
on Thursday on ABCs "Good Morning America." 

Four people have died in the past month from anthrax and two of those were postal workers. The Postal Service says seven of its 
employees have been infected with anthrax out of a total of 17 confirmed cases of the disease in the United States. 

Morris dialed 911 on Oct. 21, six days after the discovery of an anthrax-laced letter addressed to Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle at 
the U.S. Capitol. 

Nolan said the letter referred to by Morris was spotted one day after Daschle's letter was believed to have passed through Brentwood, the 
main sorting center for all of Washington's mail. "Mr. Morris, as all of our employees, was on a heightened state of alert," said Nolan. 

The letter, said Nolan, was immediately handed over to the postal inspection service who sealed it and then gave it to the FBI for testing. 

CRITICAL OF POSTAL SERVICE 

In a recording of the 911 call aired on U.S. networks, Morris criticized authorities for failing to keep workers at the Brentwood postal 
facility informed. 

"They never let us know whether it was anthrax or not. They never treated the people who were around this particular individual and the 
supervisor who handled the envelope," the 55-year-old worker from Maryland said in the 911 call. 

"I couldn't even find out if the stuff was or it wasn't (anthrax)," he said. "I was told that it wasn't, but I have a tendency not to believe 
these people," he added. 

Asked whether he believed the Postal Service had failed Morris by not keeping him informed, Nolan said that early on in the anthrax 
scare no one believed the bacteria could seep through an envelope and infect postal workers. 

"Testing of a facility where there had been no illnesses as a result of that letter would have been something that was unthought of," said 
Nolan, adding that if the Postal Service knew then what it knew now, it would have acted differently. 

A Postal Service statement released late on Wednesday said tragically the death of Morris and his Brentwood co-worker Joseph Curseen 

























hsd to light Americans they knew less than they thought about anthrax. 


All of us in the postal family* wish that we could have done more for these 
that medical authorities advised us to do," the statement said. 


men. We called on everything we knew and did everything 


Dr Ivan Walks, Washington's chief health officer, told CNN he was concerned by the postal worker's criticism of the postal and health 
authorities. 


It just made me cold. It's really hard to know that the family of Mr. Morris is listening to that again and again. They really are the last 
calls for help from a dying man," he said. 

anthra aut ^° r ^^ eS ’ sa ^’ * lac * t0 a ^ etter wa Y °f getting out a clear message to people when they were at risk of contracting 
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Supreme Court to Rule on Drug Tests 

By GINA HOLLAND, Associated Press Writer 

"Jf C Supr ^ me Court agreed Thursday to decide whether school administrators must demonstrate that schools have 
a senous drug problem before randomly testing some students. 

i t L 8 t iVe ^ e t g ? idan ? to A chools that want t0 use screening to keep classrooms drug-free. Justices are following up on their 
nmhi.m Th f u P he ldtesting of athletes in an Oregon school district, where drug-using sports team members were blamed for discipline 
problems. That ruling stopped short of endorsing blanket drug testing. p 

Sn h nn CaSe ^ re ™ evv u bythe Su P rcme Court Thursday, an appeals court said a rural Oklahoma district violated the Constitution’s 

ban on unreasonable searches by requiring random tests of students involved in extracurricular activities, such as the chorus. 

rntre^rimf inriHpmc C0Urt ° f Appeals f id the district had no justification for drug testing because it had few problems. Among the 
more serious incidents was a choir member caught with alcohol in a cough syrup bottle on a trip. The court struck down the district's 
policy, and school officials appealed to the Supreme Court. nmc* uown me district s 

The issue presented is of major importance ... to all public schools in the nation which are responsible for the safety of the students 
accepVtheappeal' 151011 ^ 3 ^ b3S1S ^ addreSS ^ ^ WhiCh threatens their safet y’" the sch ° o1 told the court in urging it to 

coun de,ermined in ,he 1995 ,hai pubiic sch °° ,s arc a speciai and 

dlro "? h ^ schoolhouse gates does not include the blanket invitation to subject students in America’s public schools 
to drug tests, American Civil Liberties attorneys, representing three students, told the court. 

The Fourth Amendment case turns on whether schools have to prove narcotics problems before testing children and if testing is 
appropriate only for students who are involved in potentially dangerous activities, such as sports. 

"This issue is obviously a difficult one with which courts will continue to grapple," the appeals court had said. 

Tecumseh school officials tested about 500 students from 1998 to 2000. Four tested positive for drugs. Officials in the community 40 
andThc^csting program ^ ^ ^ ^ multiple methods to deter dru 8 use > including surveillance cameras, drug education, drug dogs 

Students who test positive must be counseled and quit using drugs to remain involved in the extracurricular activities. 

The Supreme Court in 1989 upheld drug testing of railroad employees involved in accidents and U.S. Customs agents who enforce anti¬ 
drug laws or carry guns. In both decisions, the court cited public health and safety as justification. 

The high court in 1997 struck down a Georgia law that required political candidates to take drug tests, partly because there was no 





































evidence of a drug-abuse problem among the state's elected officials. 

In the case accepted Thursday, the appeals court said there was no evidence of drug use among the Oklahoma students required to take 
tests - members of the academic team, choir, Future Farmers of America and Future Homemakers of America. 

The Oregon case involved testing only of athletes, who officials said encouraged drug use by peers. 

"Deterring drug use by our nation's schoolchildren is at least as important as enhancing efficient enforcement of the nation's laws against 
the importation of drugs,” Justice Antonin Scalia wrote in the 6-3 Oregon decision. 

Justice Sandra Day O'Connor wrote in dissent that the ruling means millions of student athletes, "an overwhelming majority of whom 
have given school officials no reason whatsoever to suspect they use drugs at school, are open to an intrusive bodily search.” 

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg voted with the majority but said the ruling leaves undecided whether public schools can require all students 
to undergo drug tests. 

The Oklahoma case is Board of Education of Independent School District No. 92 of Pottawatomie County v. Earls, 01-332. 
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